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REMARKS 

This is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action dated 
July ^26^2005, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on 
GeteB§r 26, 2005. Claims 1-30 are currently pending in the application. Please 
reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons discussed below. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S 102(b) 
The Examiner rejected claims 1 and 12 as being anticipated* by Teel (US 
5,603,360). In response, Applicants have amended claims 1 and 12. 

As amended, claim 1 includes the limitation of a portable housing configured 
to hold a plurality of acetylene cylinders, wherein the acetylene cylinders are 
arranged vertically in the portable housing such that a first end of the each cylinder 
contacts a platform of the portable housing and a manifold connected to a second 
end of the plurality of acetylene cylinders. As amended, claim 12 includes the 
[imitation of a frame housing a plurality of vertically disposed acetylene cylinders, the 
frame having a top portion and a bottom portion and an acetylene cylinder 
filling/dispensing assembly disposed on the top portion of the frame. As is well 
known in the art, acetylene gas is relatively unstable at high pressures and cannot 
be transported safely in such open-chambered cylinders as are used to transport 
other industrial gases. For safety reasons, acetylene is usually transported in 
elongate steel cylinders of a specialized type. Teel does not disclose a plurality of 
acetylene cylinders arranged vertically in the portable housing such that a first end of 
the each cylinder contacts a platform of the portable housing and a second end of 
each cylinder is connected to a manifold. Rather, Teel discloses a system having a 
plurality of cylinders horizontally configured on a truck for delivering natural gas from 
a pipeline to a re-fueling station. The cylinders disclosed in Teel are configured on 
the truck to allow a bladder arrangement inside each cylinder to effectively discharge 
the natural gas at the re-fueling station. Teel therefore fails to teach each and every 
limitation of claims 1 and 12 and this failure prevents Teel from anticipating claims 1 
and 12. For the reasons discussed herein, Applicants submit that claims 1 and 12 
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are in condition for allowance and respectfully requests withdrawal of the § 102(b) 
rejection. 

Additionally, claim 3 depends from claim 1 and claims 16, 17, and 20 depend 
from claim 12, and they are allowable for at least the same reasons as claims 1 and 
12. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
The Examiner rejected claims 4 and 18 as being obvious over Teel. 
Additionally, the Examiner rejected claims 5 and 19 as being obvious over TeeL 
Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. Claims 4 and 5 depend from claim 
1 and claims 18 and 19 depend from claim 12. As set forth above, Teel fails to teach 
or suggest all the limitations in claims 1 and 12. For this reason, Teel may not be 
used to render claims 4, 5, 18, and 19 obvious. Applicants therefore submit that 
claims 4, 5, 18, and 19 are in condition for allowance and respectfully request 
withdrawal of the § 103(a) rejection. 

The Examiner rejected claims 7, 21 , 24, and 25 as being obvious over Teel in 
view of Paulsen (US 5,603,360). In response, Applicants have amended claims 7, 
21,24, and 25. 

As amended, claim 7 includes the limitation of a frame arrangement on which 
only the acetylene cylinder filling assembly is supported. Neither Teel and/nor 
Poulsen disclose a frame arrangement on which only the acetylene cylinder filling 
assembly is supported. Rather, Teel discloses a cylinder filling assembly and a 
plurality of cylinders disposed on a truck. Poulsen discloses a supply console. 

As amended, claim 21 includes the limitation of a low vapor pressure solvent 
having a vapor pressure of less than 5 mmHg at 25°C to substantially eliminate a 
resolventing procedure during each fill cycle. As amended, claim 25 includes the 
limitations of (i) solventing each cylinder with a low vapor solvent, (ii) supplying the 
acetylene gas from the acetylene gas supply through a manifold to the plurality of 
acetylene cylinders for simultaneously filling the plurality of acetylene cylinders, (iii) 
dispensing the acetylene gas from the plurality of acetylene cylinders to a consumer 
apparatus and (iv) supplying the acetylene gas from the acetylene gas supply 
through the manifold to the plurality of acetylene cylinders for simultaneously filling 
the plurality of acetylene cylinders without resolventing each cylinder. Neither Teel 
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and/nor Poulsen disclose the use of a low vapor pressure solvent to substantially 
eliminate a resolventing procedure during each fill cycle. In contrast, Poulsen 
discloses a system of filling acetylene gas in a cylinder that requires the use of a 
solvent (acetone) during each fill cycle. (See Poulsen, col. 6, lines 5-11) 
Additionally, as correctly indicated by the Examiner, Teel does not disclose the filing 
conditions when using acetylene gas. 

As amended, claim 24 includes the limitation of a frame housing a plurality of 
vertically disposed acetylene cylinders containing a low vapor pressure solvent and 
an acetylene cylinder filling/dispensing assembly, the frame having a top portion 
configured to support the acetylene cylinder filling/dispensing assembly, a mid 
portion configured to secure each cylinder proximate a mid point thereof and a 
bottom portion for supporting the plurality of vertically disposed acetylene cylinders. 
Neither, Teel and/nor Poulsen disclose a frame housing a plurality of vertically 
disposed acetylene cylinders, wherein the frame includes a top portion configured to 
support the acetylene cylinder filling/dispensing assembly, a mid portion configured 
to secure each cylinder proximate a mid point thereof, and a bottom portion lor 
supporting the plurality of vertically disposed acetylene cylinders. Rather, as 
discussed above, Teel discloses a system having a plurality of cylinders horizontally 
configured on a truck for delivering natural gas. Poulsen discloses a cylinder 
disposed on a scale arrangement. 

For the reasons set forth above, neither Teel and/nor Poulsen render claims 
7, 21, 24 and 25 obvious. Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 7, 21, 24, 
and 25 are in condition for allowance and request withdrawal of the § 103(a) 
rejection. Additionally, claim 6 depends from claim 1, claims 8-11 depend from claim 
7, claims 13-15 depend from claim 12, claims 22-23 depend from claim 21 and 
claims 26-30 depend from claim 25 and they are allowable for at least the same 
reasons as claims 1 , 7, 12, 21, and 25. 

New Claim 

Claim 31 has been added to more clearly define aspects of the present 
invention. Applicants submit that no new matter has been added. Claim 31 depends 
from claim 1 and is allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. Therefore, 
Applicants believe new claim 31 is in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request allowance of the same. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, the references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, 
do not teach, show, or suggest the invention as claimed. 

Having addressed all issues set out in the office action, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the 
claims be allowed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Walter C. Grollitsch 
Registration No. 48,678 
Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Attorney for Applicants 
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